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A joint effort
That's why through Let's Move!, we've worked hard to support your efforts. We're working to install salad bars in 6,000 schools and, through our Chefs Move to Schools program, more than 3,400 professional chefs have signed up to help local schools improve their menus. Congress has passed historic legislation to provide healthier school meals, and three of our nation's largest school food service companies have committed to cutting fat and sugar and serving more whole grains and fresh fruits and vegetables. Over the past two years, we've gone from just 625 schools participating in the USDA's HealthierUS School Challenge -a program recognizing schools that serve healthy meals and provide opportunities for physical activity -to nearly 3,000 schools this year. And more than 1 million children have earned Presidential Active Lifestyle Awards (PALA) for doing an hour of physical activity a day, fi ve days a week, for six weeks.
We've made important progress over the past two years. But we still have a long way to go, and educators have a critically important role to play in the years ahead. We know that budgets are tight and resources are scarce, but, every day in schools of all sizes across the country, educators are getting creative.
You're partnering with farmers to get more fresh produce into your school meals. You're holding taste tests and recipe contests and fi tness competitions. You're opening your school gyms on weekends, and incorporating nutrition education into subjects ranging from math to science to art class.
Every day, educators are showing us that it doesn't take a lot of money or resources to help our kids stay healthy. What it does take is effort, imagination, and a commitment to our children's futures. So, I am grateful for your hard work and dedication to our next generation. I am hopeful that educators and administrators across this country will continue -and expand -these efforts. And I am confi dent that if we keep coming together and working together on behalf of our kids, we'll be able to give them everything they need for the happy, healthy futures they deserve. K 
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